
May 4, 2010 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

During the fall semester of 2009, Aaron Goldblatt was given an opportunity to participate 

in a field based research project.  The project involved gathering research data on the potential 

use for an abandoned building located on Agassiz Road in the Back Bay Fens area of Boston.  

The building, nicknamed the “Duck House,” resides in a heavily traveled (mainly pedestrian 

traffic) area of the city.  The research project centered on gaining an understanding of the 

community and the ideas that the respondents offered in terms of the potential use of the building 

and the land occupied by the abandoned Duck House.   

As part of Aaron’s participation in the research project, he conducted face-to-face 

intercept surveys as well as tabulated pedestrian counts.  Some ideas that were under 

consideration included a scenic area, a recreational center, and a convenience store.  Through 

Aaron’s interaction with members of the community, it was clear that these people cared about 

the appearance of their surroundings and wanted to see the building put to better use.  Members 

of the community, ranging from college students to retirees, gave insightful and quality input 

which was useful to the researchers involved.  

Aaron’s participation in the research project allowed him an opportunity to expand upon 

the theory learned in the classroom to real-life practical situations.  Furthermore, Aaron provided 

a valuable service to the local community and gained a deeper understanding of the positive 

impact that research can have on the community. And, to quote Aaron, “this experience has 

helped me see the importance of helping a community in need and using the skills and means 

necessary to make a difference.”  If I can be of further assistance please feel free to contact me.    

 

Respectfully, 

Michael Dunlop 
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Assistant Professor of Management 
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