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Introduction to Topic 

In an increasingly interconnected and multi-faceted world facing students as they 

graduate, it is more important now more than ever that graduates acquire an educated that is 

interdisciplinary. Students need an education that teaches them how to think, so that regardless of 

future technological and societal advances, they are able to adapt to meet the changing demands 

of society.   

Former president and CEO of IBM Samuel Palmisano recently met with John Hopkins 

University president Ron Daniels to discuss the importance of carrying a balanced portfolio of 

skills and abilities into the workplace. “You need some deep skill in today’s global world, but 

whatever you’re deep in, you need to balance it.” Palmisano continued, “If you’re deep in math 

and science or engineering, you’ve got to balance it with the humanities because you have to 

work in these multicultural global environments.” As a college graduate and successful business 

leader, Samuel Palmisano understands the importance of acquiring interdisciplinary skills in 

college.  

As companies such as IBM continue to recognize and understand the importance of 

interdisciplinary education, the more important the topic of entrepreneurship will become in the 

college classroom. As a panel from the Kauffman Foundation of Entrepreneurship puts it, 

“Entrepreneurship is a dominant force in contemporary America. It generates ongoing innovation 

and improvement of our goods, services, and institutions. It makes them more efficient, 

affordable, and, thus, effective.” Truly, if creating a more dynamic and productive work 

environment is the goal, then the plan should involve training entrepreneurial students.  

Defining the Issue 

At Wentworth Institute of Technology, department heads and faculty in the E&T and 

Management departments recognize the need to promote entrepreneurship within and across 

multiple disciplines and departments.  

Currently, there are a few different entrepreneurship initiatives at Wentworth. Beginning 

in the fall of 2012, Management students have the option to earn a concentration in 

entrepreneurship by taking four concentration courses. Students must take Introduction to 



4 | P a g e  
 

Entrepreneurship, Entrepreneurial Marketing, Entrepreneurial Technology, and a Creating New 

Ventures course.  

In addition, the Students in Free Enterprise organization and Accelerate program are 

extracurricular and allow students to participate in entrepreneurial competitions and give 

students valuable entrepreneurial training in an interdisciplinary learning environment.  

In the Construction Management department, Professor Hasso organizes an annual 

speaker series on entrepreneurship topics as they relate to the Construction Management 

industry.  

Clearly, the framework is already in place for continued growth and nurturing of the 

entrepreneurial spirit at Wentworth. These initiatives are housed in many different departments 

and disciplines. The challenge we must face is determining the best approach to move forward 

with these initiatives. Should the approach be to centralize all of the entrepreneurship efforts on 

campus, or should there be more of an individualized, decentralized approach to the problem that 

is unique to each department. Perhaps some combination of both centralization and 

decentralization would be best? 

Summary of Primary Research 

Summary of Faculty / Staff Interviews 

 For the purposes of this project, we must gain a proper understanding of the views and 

entrepreneurship initiatives of all of the project stakeholders. In a project that considers the value 

of entrepreneurship and interdisciplinary education, the individuals that we are to consider for 

valuable input include, but are not limited to, Dean Driscoll of the College of Engineering & 

Technology, Dean Hafford of the College of Arts and Sciences, Dean Wiggins of the College of 

Architecture, Design, and Construction Management, Professor Dunlop of the Management 

Department and SIFE organization, and Sean Smith and Monique Fuchs from the Accelerate 

Program.   

In an interview on May 29, 2012 with Dean Pat Hafford, our project team gained 

valuable insight into the entrepreneurship initiatives of the College of Arts and Sciences, and 

learned what would, in Dean Hafford’s opinion, motivate Wentworth students to get involved in 

these initiatives. The current initiatives include the new entrepreneurship concentration for 
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management students and the SIFE organization. The entrepreneurship concentration currently 

requires four classes, which include Introduction to Entrepreneurship, Entrepreneurial 

Marketing, Technology Entrepreneurial Technology, and Creating New Ventures. Dean Hafford 

understands the importance of entrepreneurship education for the workforce of today and in the 

future. As he puts it, “The difference between the unemployed and self-employed is clients.” 

Furthermore, St  

In an interview on June 7, 2012 with Dean Fred Driscoll of the College of Engineering 

and Technology, along with Sean Smith and Monique Fuchs from the Accelerate program, our 

project team gleaned valuable information about the Accelerate program. We also discussed the 

interdisciplinary engineering program at Wentworth, as well as the future goals of the College of 

Engineering & Technology as it relates to promoting an interdisciplinary education. While 

talking about the interdisciplinary engineering program with Dean Driscoll, it was revealed to us 

that the infrastructure for an engineering student to minor in another subject area already exists. 

Furthermore, Dean Driscoll is thoroughly supportive of an interdisciplinary education program 

that blends an understanding of engineering with business concepts. Dean Driscoll believes that 

such a program would be greatly beneficial to Wentworth’s engineering students. When asked 

about the business subjects that could be beneficial to an engineering student, Dean Driscoll 

responded by listing business law, finance, and accounting.  

As stated by its website, the Accelerate Program is “an innovation & entrepreneurship 

challenge for Wentworth students turning ideas into reality.” In the Accelerate program, an 

interdisciplinary group of students submit an entrepreneurial idea, and receive necessary training 

to prepare for the eventual “pitch” of their idea. Throughout each semester, Accelerate offers 

workshops that touch on a variety of topics related to entrepreneurship, including creating a 

business plan, building a business team and market research strategies. Student teams who have 

exceptional ideas and business plans may receive funding to help in pursuing the entrepreneurial 

project.  

 Professor Dunlop, an Associate Professor of Management at Wentworth and advisor of 

the Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) organization, met with our project team on June 14, 2012. 

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the purpose and goals of SIFE for the next few years, 

and how SIFE can add to a student’s entrepreneurial skills in ways both similar to and different 

than the Accelerate program. In examining the purpose of SIFE through our conversation with 
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Professor Dunlop, it is clear that SIFE seeks to promote community engagement while increasing 

its member’s team building and entrepreneurship capabilities in a highly competitive 

environment.  

 On July 24
th

, our project team met with Dean Wiggins of the College of Architecture, 

Construction Management, and Design to discuss his opinions on interdisciplinary and potential 

minors for Wentworth’s Architecture and Construction Management students. From this 

discussion, we learned that Wentworth’s existing program already places a strong emphasis on 

interdisciplinary education. For example, Architecture students are required to learn business 

ethics throughout their program. The students are required to take professional development 

courses in their fourth and fifth year that equips them with an understanding of business from an 

Architect’s perspective. They learn things such as acquiring seed funding, law, contracts, 

financing, and ethics.  

 Regarding Minors, Dean Wiggins responded favorably however it makes the distinction 

between a minor and simply interdisciplinary education. He also notes that a “one size fits all” 

approach may not be best as students across different disciplines within his college would need 

more of a tailor made business education. In addition, the Construction Management program is 

restricted in their flexibility to add a minor. They would most likely need to extend the length of 

their program by an additional semester to accommodate a minor.  

 

Summary of Entrepreneurship Survey Results  

For this project, an essential aspect of our research methodology is in evaluating student 

interests as they relate to entrepreneurship. We also devoted a significant amount of time to 

reviewing the entrepreneurship-related goals and initiatives of different faculty and staff at 

Wentworth.  

In determining the student interest level in entrepreneurship-related curricular and 

extracurricular activities, we created a survey instrument that is easy to fill out, engaging, and 

provides an opportunity for the student body to give input on a topic that has a great significance 

to the future of Wentworth.  

A link to the survey instrument was sent to the entire Wentworth student body. There 

were a total of 115 students who filled out the survey. The pool of respondents represented an 

even mixture of students from different majors and different years of study at Wentworth.  
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This survey instrument reveals some interesting facts about the entrepreneurship interests 

amongst the Wentworth student body. The results show that 53% of students have a high interest 

level in taking entrepreneurship as a minor if it were available. Conversely, only 15% of 

respondents indicated that they would have little or no interest in pursuing an entrepreneurship 

minor. Furthermore, 89% of Wentworth students have either a moderate or high interest level in 

hearing a guest speaker on an entrepreneurship-related topic. The graphs below provide a visual 

representation of our findings. 
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High Interest 
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For those students who do not already have a high interest in hearing a guest speaker on 

an entrepreneurship related topic, 78% said that extra credit for course credit would motivate 

them to attend, and 55% of students said that they would attend if there was free food at the 

event. Many students selected more than one potential motivation factor, so the total number of 

students who selected each option is illustrated in the graph below. 

 

The survey instrument also gaged student interest in attending seminars, field trips, and 

special programs that promote and discuss entrepreneurship. Through the survey instrument, we 
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also attempted to understand whether or not the construction of an Entrepreneurship Center 

would affect student interest level in entrepreneur-related classes, seminars, or speakers. Our 

findings to these survey goals are illustrated in the following two graphs.  

 

 

Our survey also enabled students to add their own input into the brainstorming process 

for promoting entrepreneurship at Wentworth. A number of students commented that they would 

like to see extracurricular events where successful entrepreneurs give their “success stories,” and 
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share some tips that have helped them along the way. Multiple students expressed a preference 

for hearing entrepreneurs who were also Wentworth alumni, or have some other tie to the 

Institution. These factors, according to multiple student survey respondents, are likely to 

motivate Wentworth students to pursue their entrepreneurial goals.  

Regarding the idea of bringing in entrepreneurship speakers, many survey respondents 

said that they would be interested in professionals that possess a variety of technical skills. Such 

diverse backgrounds would increase the ability of these speakers to relate to the Wentworth 

student body. Our respondents indicated that they would like to hear from professionals in the 

construction, engineering, and design fields.  

Summary of Secondary Research  

Review of the Literature 

Recent research strongly suggests that entrepreneurship education has become an integral part of 

the collegiate experience in the United States. In conducting our own research for our report, our 

group obtained two excellent sources that provided sound arguments regarding the importance of 

entrepreneurship. The first source we found was a report produced by the Ewing Marion 

Kauffman Foundation (entitled “Entrepreneurship in Higher Education), whereas the second is 

an article published in the Times Higher Education, an online publication based in the United 

Kingdom. While reviewing the data and arguments outlined in these sources, our group realized 

the importance of entrepreneurship in the modern American economy.  

 The Kauffman Foundation wastes no time in underlining the major role entrepreneurship 

plays in American private sector, contending that entrepreneurship “generates ongoing 

innovation and improvement of our goods, services, and institutions.” By constantly upgrading 

the quality of available goods and services, the authors convincingly argue that successful 

entrepreneurs improve the standard of living of the American public. The Kauffman Foundation 

paints such individuals as creative risk-takers, whose efforts are essential for expanding the US 

economy in the 21
st
 century.  

Given its importance, the authors believe that entrepreneurship deserves to be an integral 

part of business school curriculums. The Kauffman Foundation outlines the necessity of 

fostering an entrepreneurial spirit among college students, noting that universities play the 

crucial role of “agents of entrepreneurship” and that “entrepreneurship is crucial to 
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understanding and succeeding in the contemporary global economy.” Since colleges essentially 

act as gatekeepers to the business world for aspiring entrepreneurs, the report stresses that 

educational institutions must design a curriculum that is practical, understandable and applicable 

to a real-world business environment.  

The authors also caution against the standardization of collegiate entrepreneurship 

programs, arguing that a “one-size fits all” approach will prove ineffective. Instead, universities 

must craft programs that offer “a particular set of outcomes [and that cater to] a defined target 

audience.” Entrepreneurship programs must be relevant and related to students’ “goals, […] 

heritages, and resources,” and should mesh well with the “local ecosystem.”  

The conclusion of the report provides specific recommendations that are especially 

pertinent to school seeking to either create or improve entrepreneurship programs. The authors 

point out that several institutions offer “dedicated offices and workspaces” for students to 

develop their ideas and business skills. Colleges should also establish “residence halls for 

entrepreneurs” and/or “programs of student-initiated and student owned businesses.” Finally, the 

report mentions that many institutions have set up career centers, “which provide regular 

opportunities for students to meet and learn from local alumni entrepreneurs.” In the eyes of the 

Kauffman Foundation, the combined effect of these efforts enables “student entrepreneurs [to] 

find substantive advice and meaningful encouragement [, allowing them] to persist with their 

projects.”  

As stated earlier, a 2004 article in the Times Higher Education represents our second 

source. Entitled “Entrepreneurs lift off with ESA’s business incubator,” the article describes a 

“business incubator” program offered by the European Space Agency (ESA). Officially, the 

initiative is known as the European Space Incubator (ESI). A business incubator is essentially a 

comprehensive program for fostering entrepreneurship, providing the following amenities to 

qualified participants: 

 Seed Funding 

 Office Space 

 Technology Expertise  

 Management Support 
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 Networking  

 Legal Services  

Of course, certain conditions must be met before an applicant is awarded such luxuries. 

An entrepreneur must present a prototype to ESI officials that demonstrate the “feasibility of [the 

participant’s] idea.” A realistic and workable business plan is also mandatory.  

 When these sources are taken into account, it becomes apparent that an ideal collegiate 

entrepreneurship program should be highly customizable. In addition, such programs should also 

be supported by “incubator” programs that provide feedback, workspace, financing, contacts and 

other benefits.  

Entrepreneurship Initiatives in Higher Education 

 Our first step was to look at the entrepreneurial programs that similar colleges and 

universities offered their students. Fort this task, we examined the following six schools: 

Worchester Polytechnic Institute, Suffolk University, Northeastern University, Bentley 

University, Brandies University and Babson College. After thoroughly studying the 

entrepreneurship-related activities offered by each school, our group was able to summarize the 

highlights of each institution’s entrepreneurship programs. Our findings are presented below: 

Worchester Polytechnic Institute – WPI’s efforts to foster and encourage entrepreneurship 

among its student body are found under the umbrella of its Collaborative for Entrepreneurship & 

Innovation (CEI). The CEI offers several alluring options to all interested students, regardless of 

major. For example, a student could choose to minor in entrepreneurship through WPI’s School 

of Business. In fact, a student is not even required to minor in entrepreneurship to take 

entrepreneurship-related classes.  

 WPI’s efforts to promote entrepreneurship extend beyond the confines of the classroom; 

the school has enlisted a team of private sector entrepreneurs and investors to offer guidance to 

WPI students with entrepreneurial aspirations. In addition, WPI students and alumni have access 

to the Venture Forum, a school-sponsored program that offers participants networking 

opportunities with business owners, inventors and innovators. Then Venture Forum also hosts 

speakers, holds workshops, case presentations and case critiques. Perhaps most noticeably, WPI 

students are allowed to present their ideas to potential investors and sponsors via its “Spotlight 
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on Entrepreneurs” funding pitches (a student is typically given one minute to outline his or her 

idea). 

 Students with clear blueprints for their entrepreneurial aspirations can turn to the CEI for 

assistance and support. The CEI also allows would-be business owners to enter its Elevator Pitch 

Competition, in which students make three separate overtures to investors, career fair recruiters 

and other students. To ensure that a student is adequately prepared for the Elevator Pitch 

Competition, the CEI holds workshops prior to the contest, where students are advised on how to 

make business pitches to competition judges.  

 Finally, the CEI sponsors entrepreneurship seminars, in which speakers are invited to 

discuss specific topics. WPI wisely kindles student interest in such seminars by allowing students 

to request certain speakers. To attend one of these lectures, an interested student simply has to 

register online.  

 

Suffolk University – Suffolk students interested in entrepreneurship are given the choice of 

either majoring or minoring in the subject. Suffolk’s entrepreneurship major consists of five 

required courses, along with two elective classes. A student minoring in entrepreneurship, on the 

other hand, can expect to take four required courses with no electives.  

 It can safely be said that Suffolk University provides a supportive environment for future 

entrepreneurs within its MBA program. Students pursuing their MBAs are given the option of 

signing up for the school’s Entrepreneurship Concentration. This concentration features a slot of 

11 courses available to Suffolk students. A student must either pick 4 of these 11 concentration 

courses, or sign up for three such classes along with one elective. Regarding electives, the 

Entrepreneurship Concentration offers its students a wide variety of choices, allowing them to 

choose one of ten available classes.  

 Suffolk has also established the Entrepreneurship Resource Center. Located on the fourth 

floor of one its campus buildings, the Entrepreneurship Resource Center fosters collaboration 

and teamwork amongst Entrepreneurship majors, minors and MBAs enrolled in Suffolk’s 

Entrepreneurship Concentration. Students who take advantage of this educational tool are given 

access to the input and guidance of Suffolk students, alumni and faculty. In doing so, the center 

simultaneously attempts to introduce prospective entrepreneurs to one another while enabling 

students to further develop their ideas.   
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Northeastern University – Northeastern University’s efforts to promote entrepreneurship are 

spearheaded through its Entrepreneurship and Innovation Group. This program offers classes to 

undergraduates and graduate students alike. Furthermore, faculty members who teach such 

classes are required to have real-world entrepreneurial experience.  

According to Northeastern University’s website, faculty who teach entrepreneurship 

classes have founded companies, invested in startup ventures or worked for highly-profitable 

enterprises. A sizable number Entrepreneurship and Innovation Group professors have also 

served as technological consultants in a wide range of industries.  

 As for its entrepreneurial classes, Northeastern University offers such courses related to 

the following topics: retail, commercial real estate development, financial services and 

healthcare innovators. Students are also given the opportunity to take classes involving software, 

biotechnology and energy.  

 

Bentley University 

 Like Worchester Polytechnic Institute and Suffolk University, Bentley University offers 

an entrepreneurship minor to all interested students. This minor requires participants to take two 

specific core classes (Entrepreneurial Thinking and New Venture Planning and Financing), as 

well as two electives. For electives, Bentley students have the following choices: 

 

Elective 1 

Managing Collaborative Relationships  

Launching Your Business 

Doing Business in East Asia 

Elective 2 

Developing Skills in Selling and Building a Sales Team 

Negotiating  

Directed Study in Management  

Internship in Management  
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 Bentley University also promotes entrepreneurship through the Bentley Entrepreneurship 

Society, an extracurricular organization that cultivates student collaboration on entrepreneurial 

ideas and projects. It bears mentioning that many students in this organization have prior 

experience in owning and operating businesses in the private sector.  

 

Brandeis University  

Of all the schools our team studied, Brandies University takes a somewhat unique 

approach to entrepreneurship, limiting its entrepreneurial courses to students enrolled in its 

Master of Arts in Computer Science and IT program.  Together, these entrepreneurship classes 

form Brandeis’ Computer Science and Information Technology (IT) Entrepreneurship Program. 

This program looks at the issue of entrepreneurship through the prism of the IT sector, 

encouraging students in this field to research and develop their ideas regarding new businesses.   

 Brandeis also allows potential entrepreneurs to utilize its Virtual Incubator, a space set 

aside within its Office of Technology Licensing. This Virtual Incubator not only offers advice 

and useful knowledge to students, alumni and faculty, but also provides financing to 

entrepreneurial ideas it deems viable. This financial support is provided to Brandies fellows, 

faculty and scientists through the Brandeis Sprout Grant Program.  

 

Babson College 

 It would be a profound understatement to claim that Babson College has successfully 

established an academic climate that champions entrepreneurship. Babson has been given the 

honor of the best school for entrepreneurship by Fortune Magazine, a popular and highly 

influential business publication. The focal point of Babson’s efforts lays in its Global 

Entrepreneurship Program, in which students purse a Master of Science in Management Degree 

with a concentration in Global Entrepreneurship.  

 The Global Entrepreneurship concentration certainly lives up to its billing, as Babson 

students may enroll in the program in one of three locations; Babson College’s F.W. Olin 

Graduate School of Business, EMLYON Business School, or Zhejiang University’s School of 

Management. The latter two of these institutions, respectively located in Europe and China, are 

partner institutions with Babson. Students typically receive their degrees after twelve months of 

academic work.  



16 | P a g e  
 

 Of course, Babson’s entrepreneurship program did not earn its sterling reputation through 

its academic offerings alone. In the realm of extracurricular activities, the school has developed 

its very own “Entrepreneurship Bootcamp for Students.” This “bootcamp” features a wide 

variety of team-oriented group assignments and tasks. In addition, students are given access to a 

wide range of hands-on, interactive activities, a list which includes business simulations, guest 

speakers, visits to companies and field trips.  

Perhaps the most noticeable aspect of the Entrepreneurship Bootcamp is that a student 

can focus his or her efforts on a preferred area of study. The options provided to students are 

detailed below: 

 

 New Venture Creation  Entrepreneurial Marketing 

 Idea Generation and Innovation  Managing a Growing Business 

 Building Entrepreneurial Teams  Corporate Entrepreneurship 

 Market Tests and Business Models  Family Enterprising 

 Entrepreneurial Finance  Social Entrepreneurship  

 Leadership  Business Acumen 

 

These areas of study usually consist of 30 to 50 participants, a mix that includes professionals, 

graduates and undergraduates. In order to tap into each participant’s unique blend of skills and 

interests, the Bootcamp has partnered with a number of academic institutions, foundations, 

nongovernmental organizations and governments, allowing it fully capitalize on the potential of 

each recruit.  

Management Minors  

 When conducting research for our report, our group decided to take a close look at the 

management minors offered by other educational institutions. We have included a number of 

prominent schools for our benchmarking section; they include Worchester Polytechnic Institute, 

Simmons College, Suffolk University, Northeaster University and the University of New 

Hampshire. The courses offered/mandated by each institution’s program are listed below. 

Worchester Polytechnic Institute  
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Minors in Management 

Students must select any five from the following: 

ECON 1110 (Introductory Microeconomics) OR ECON 1120 (Introductory Macroeconomics 

 BUS 1010 - Leadership Practice 

 BUS 1020 - Global Environment of Business Decisions 

 BUS 2020 - The Legal Environment of Business Decisions 

 BUS 2060 - Financial Statements for Decision Making 

 BUS 2070 - Risk Analysis for Decision Making 

 BUS 2080 - Data Analysis for Decision Making 

 BUS 3010 - Creating Value through Innovation 

 BUS 3020 - Achieving Effective Operations 

Students must select one of the following two courses: 

 BUS 4030 - Achieving Strategic Effectiveness 

 ETR 4930 - Growing and Managing New Ventures  

 

Simmons College  

 MGMT 100 Intro to Management an Principled Leadership 

 MGMT 110 Principles of Financial Accounting 

 MGMT 234 Organizational Communication and Behavior 

 MGMT 250 Principles of Marketing 

 MGMT 260 Principles of Finance 

Suffolk University 

Management Minor for Business Students  

3 courses, 9 credits 

A student may choose to minor in general management by completing any three of the 

http://www.wpi.edu/academics/catalogs/ugrad/sscourses.html#econ1110
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following: 

 

 MGT 301 Managing Change 

 MGT 302 Developing Innovation Skills 

 MGT 313 Human Resource Management 

 MGT 320 Small Business Management 

 MGT 322 Managing Diversity in the Workplace 

 MGT 330 Interpersonal Effectiveness 

 MGT 331 Leadership 

 MGT 335 Managing Across Cultures  

 MGT 401 Negotiation 

 MGT 510 Independent Study 

Management Minor for College of Arts and Sciences Students 

5 courses, 15 credits 

In general, College of Arts and Sciences students may undertake a functional business minor 

when they have achieved junior standing and have completed SBS 101 (formerly MGT 101). 

After SBS 101, College students are required to take MGT 317 and 3 of the following: 

 MGT 301 Managing Change 

 MGT 302 Developing Innovation Skills 

 MGT 313 Human Resource Management 

 MGT 320 Small Business Management 

 MGT 322 Managing Diversity in the Workplace 

 MGT 330 Interpersonal Effectiveness 

 MGT 331 Leadership 

 MGT 335 Managing Across Cultures 

 MGT 401 Negotiation 

 MGT 510 Independent Study 
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Northeastern University  

Business Minor (For non-business students) 

Required Courses: 

 ACCT1209: Financial Accounting and Reporting 

 ORGB3209: Organizational Behavior 

 FINA2209: Financial Management* (Prereq. ACCT 1209) 

 MKTG2209: Introduction to Marketing (Prereq. sophomore standing or above) 

 

Electives (choose one):  

 INTB1209: Global Environment of International Business 

 MISM2301: Management Information Systems (access to register during Summer 

Sessions only)  

 MGSC2201 / SCHM2201: Operations Management and Supply Chain Management (co-

requisites) 

 FINA1209: Personal Finance 

 ENTR1201: The Entrepreneurial Universe 

 ENTR2301: Innovation! 

 ENTR2303: Entrepreneurial Marketing 

 ENTR3215: Family Business Management 

 INTB2501: Emerging Markets in the Global Economy 

 

Technological Entrepreneurship Minor 

Required Courses: 

 ACCT1209: Financial Accounting and Reporting 

 ENTR2301: Innovation! 

 ENTR3403: Managing Operations in a Technology-Based Start-Up Firm 
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 ENTR4501: Planning and Growth Ventures 

 

For those starting the minor after August 2011: 

 ENTR3330: Introduction to Product Design for Entrepreneurs 

 GE1110: Engineering Design (can count as the 5th required course, but we strongly 

recommend ENTR3330) 

 

Transitions: 

 TECE2310: Business Basics for Technological Entrepreneurship --> ACCT1209, or 

equivalent from your own program 

 TECE2301: Opportunity Assessment in a Technology-Based Firm --> ENTR2301: 

Innovation! 

 TECE3401: Managing Operations in a Technology-Based Start-up Firm --> ENTR3403: 

Managing Operations in a Technology-Based Start-up Firm 

 TECE3450: Strategic Entrepreneurship --> ENTR4501: Planning for Growth Ventures 

 

University of New Hampshire 

Minor in Business Administration  

The Whittemore School faculty has developed a number of courses for non-majors which, when 

combined with certain elective courses, can constitute a Minor in Business Administration. 

The specific courses required for the minor are: 

 ADMN 502: Financial Accounting 

 MKTG 550: Survey of Marketing* 

 MGT 580: Introduction to Organizational Behavior* 

 ECON 402: Principles of Economics (Micro) 

One elective from the following:  
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 ADMN 420: Business Statistics 

 ECON 401: Principles of Economics (Macro) 

 ECON 515: Economic History of the United States 

 ECON 518: European Economic History 

 ECON 651: Government Regulation of Business 

 ECON 656: Labor Unions and the Working Class 
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Findings & Recommendations 

Findings 

 There is a growing awareness in Wentworth community concerning the need for business 

and entrepreneurship education. This is evidenced by a surprisingly high number of students who 

filled out the survey and indicated interest in entrepreneurial endeavors at Wentworth. A total of 

115 students filled out the survey, which exceeded our pool size expectations since we sent the 

survey out during the summer month of June. This high number, regardless of how they actually 

filled out the survey, strongly indicates that even if some students are not interested in being 

involved in entrepreneurial activities themselves, they still recognize the value of education in 

entrepreneurship. 

 In addition, the primary research conducted for the purposes of this project leave us to the 

conclusion that many faculty and staff in different departments at Wentworth are all onboard 

with moving forward with certain entrepreneurship initiatives. They all understand the 

importance of an interdisciplinary education, whether that be in the areas of business or in 

entrepreneurship. Wentworth Management Executive-In-Residence Andy Cahill and Dean 

Driscoll of the College of Engineering & Technology both acknowledge that an understanding of 

the business environment would be beneficial to all students, regardless of major.   

 We have also found that an Interdisciplinary Engineering program exists in the College 

of Engineering and Technology. This means that the infrastructure already exists for a student in 

that program to take either a business or entrepreneurship minor. For the Fall 2012 semester, 

there are 47 students slated to be in this interdisciplinary engineering (BSEN) program, chosen 

from a total pool of 650 applicants. The 47 students enrolled marks an increase of 313% from the 

15 students that were enrolled in the Spring 2012 semester.  

Furthermore, The Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) organization and the Accelerate 

program can co-exist successfully at Wentworth because they are similar in their goals but 

unique in their purpose. The Accelerate program is an innovation and entrepreneurship challenge 

that helps an interdisciplinary team of students form entrepreneurial ideas, develop those ideas, 

and pitch their ideas for potential funding. In the SIFE organization, students come up with 

entrepreneurial ideas to help the local community, implement those ideas when possible, and 
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possibly present those ideas in competitions at the local, national, and/or international level.  Our 

recommendations for these organizations at Wentworth can be found in the sub section entitled, 

“Extra-Curricular / Co-Curricular Recommendations.” 

Curricular Recommendations: 

 In response to the increasing need for students across all disciplines to have some 

exposure to the fundamentals of entrepreneurship, we propose that Wentworth offer a minor in 

Entrepreneurship that a student could complete in addition to their major. This minor would 

consist of taking five courses, and its implementation would be relatively seamless considering 

that entrepreneurship courses are already being offered as a part of the Management 

department’s entrepreneurship concentration. The concentration will have three required 

business courses, with two courses in entrepreneurship specific subject material.  

 Throughout the research process, we gained feedback from multiple sources that 

indicated that management is an important topic to grasp for students in any major at Wentworth. 

Therefore, we propose that Wentworth also offer a minor in management that would help bridge 

the gap between business and technical disciplines. This minor would require students to take 

five \ courses throughout their time at Wentworth. This minor would have the same core courses 

as the entrepreneurship minor, but would give students the opportunity to take their final two flex 

courses in a business area such as business negotiations, business law, and strategic management. 

This entrepreneurship and management minor format was compiled with feedback from sources 

that include Professor Dunlop of the Management Department, Dean Driscoll of the College of 

Engineering and Technology, and Management Executive-In-Residence Andy Cahill.  

Beginning in the fall of 2014, this minor would be begin by being available to the 

students in the interdisciplinary engineering program, as well as Architecture students. In the 

spring of 2014, the question of further expansion of these initiatives into other departments at 

Wentworth will be explored. 

Minor in Business Management 

All Business Management Options include the following 3 core courses: 

Financial Accounting     (3 Credits) 
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Principles of Marketing    (4 Credits) 

Managing & Leading Organizations   (4 Credits) 

  Core Total     11 Credits 

2a. Option 1: Business Management: Students may choose two from the following courses: 

Business Negotiations     (3 Credits) 

HR & Labor Management    (3 Credits) 

Business Law      (4 Credits) 

Strategic Management    (4 Credits) 

Systems Analysis & Design    (3 Credits) 

  Elective Total (Option 1)   6 – 8 Credits 

2b. Option 2: Entrepreneurship Minor must take the following two courses: 

Intro to Entrepreneurship    (3 Credits) 

Creating New Ventures    (4 Credits) 

  Elective Total (Option 2)   7 Credits 

Business Management Total: 5 Courses   17-19 Credits  

Extra-Curricular / Co-Curricular Recommendations 

 Our project team has studied entrepreneurship initiatives at other colleges, and has 

discovered that some colleges have an entrepreneurship center of some sorts on their campus. 

One example of this is the Entrepreneurship Resource Center at Suffolk University. This center 

fosters collaboration and teamwork amongst entrepreneurship majors, minors, and MBA students 

enrolled in Suffolk’s entrepreneurship concentration.   

 Moving forward for the SIFE organization and Accelerate program at Wentworth, our 

project team believes that these organizations should take proactive steps in increasing student 

awareness about their on campus activities. To do this, we recommend that both of these 
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organizations actively recruit students who are already involved in curricular entrepreneurship 

activities, such as students enrolled in Wentworth’s entrepreneurship concentration or our 

proposed minor in entrepreneurship. This can be accomplished by having SIFE and Accelerate 

representatives talk to students in class at the beginning of each semester. These representatives 

would inform students about their organization’s opportunities and benefits, and would be able to 

answer any questions that they may have. It may be helpful to have students who have already 

been involved in either of these organizations present at this meeting to bring a student 

perspective to the discussion.  

 Our first hand research strongly indicates that guest speakers on the entrepreneurship 

related topics would be beneficial to the student body because they would make entrepreneurship 

come to life through real life stories, and Wentworth students will likely be motivated to attend 

events that have guest speakers. Currently, Professor Hasso of the Construction Management 

Department organizes a successful entrepreneurship speaker series in the field of construction 

management. “The weekly guest-lecture program provides students the opportunity to hear 

leading design and construction industry executives discuss and share experiences and 

perspective related to the startup, development and finance of a construction business.”  

 We propose that each major at Wentworth, by the Fall of 2015, implement a unique guest 

lecture series that makes a connection between their field and entrepreneurship or business. This 

already exists in the Construction Management and Architecture programs, so a blueprint exists 

to help guide each department in pursuing this initiative.  

In terms of interest for the entire student body, a whopping 89% of survey respondents 

indicated that they would have either a moderate or high interest level in hearing a guest speaker 

on a topic of entrepreneurship. In acknowledging that bringing in outside experts on 

entrepreneurship would be beneficial, we recommend the following guidelines for what this 

proposal should look like.  

1. As part of the proposed entrepreneurship concentration, a student would be required 

to attend one guest speaker per course for their major. This requirement will be put in 

place once each of the majors at Wentworth have an established guest lecture series. 

They would get course credit for doing so, and would simply be required to write a 
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brief analysis of the event, and their personal thoughts on the topic of the evening. 

This event would not be merely for students in the entrepreneurship concentration.  

2. We propose the event be held during the afternoon, at a time when most if not all 

students do not have class. According to our research, Students will be most likely 

motivated to attend by receiving some sort of course credit and by providing free food 

/ beverage to the attendees. As Wentworth’s entrepreneurship exposure grows, it 

would be ideal that these events become sponsored by local start-up companies. This 

will enable Wentworth to pursue their entrepreneurship initiatives more assertively 

without being crippled by the costs of running such events.  

For Further Exploration 

In addition to the proposals outline in this report, our project team recognizes the need for 

further exploration of entrepreneurship and interdisciplinary education at Wentworth. In keeping 

with this goal, we suggest that the Construction Management Department look into the 

possibility of offering a Certificate in Business to its students. Currently, Construction 

Management students are required to take both Financial Accounting and Management of 

Contemporary Organization, courses which are also part of Wentworth’s Management 

curriculum. Therefore, the groundwork may already be in place for the implementation of a 

business certificate, or for some other means of acknowledging interdisciplinary education.  

In determining the practicality and interest level of a similar center at Wentworth, we 

found that 50% of student survey respondents indicated that the building or formation of an 

entrepreneurship would make them somewhat more interested in being involved in 

entrepreneurial activities at Wentworth. Due to the relatively small pool of survey respondents, 

and the lack of overwhelming evidence to the contrary, our project team recommends revisiting 

the idea of an entrepreneurship center in the Summer of 2017, which would give Wentworth five 

years to establish and maintain a culture of entrepreneurship on campus before considering 

providing extra resources that would be required in an entrepreneurship center. At the time, 

factors to be considered are location, expertise provided, and logistics of implementing an 

entrepreneurship center at Wentworth. 

One last area that warrants future consideration is the interdepartmental recruiting 

strategy utilized by Wentworth faculty and staff. Specifically, we suggest a marketing plan be 
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put in place that highlights the curricular and extracurricular interdisciplinary opportunities at 

Wentworth. The College of Engineering and Technology has successfully promoted its new 

interdisciplinary Engineering program, to the point where it received 650 applications for the 

BESN major during the summer of 2012. The other departments at Wentworth, especially 

Management, should consider partnering with the College of Engineering and Technology in 

promoting these interdisciplinary initiatives.  Furthermore, high school students should have a 

clear understanding of the importance of interdisciplinary education as it relates to their career 

goals.  
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PROJECT CHARTER PURPOSE 

[Replace the following text with your own statement of the Project Charter Purpose, or use the 
provided sample text.] 

The purpose of our project is to determine the best way for Wentworth to move forward in promoting 
entrepreneurship within and across its departments and disciplines. During this project, we will interview 
multiple faculty members with regards to their ideas for how Wentworth should approach the topic of 
entrepreneurship. We will brainstorm ideas for how Wentworth students can further explore and develop 
their entrepreneurship-related interests. Our goal is to present, by the end of this semester, a blueprint for 
Wentworth to institute and implement a culture and curriculum of entrepreneurship in both curricular and 
extracurricular environments.   

 

PROJECT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Project Goals 

 To gain a complete understanding of all of the current entrepreneurial initiatives within 
Wentworth’s four colleges 

 To determine the best course of action for promoting entrepreneurship among Wentworth 
students 

Objectives 

 Interview all relevant faculty and other officials  

 Collect data and input from the Wentworth student body via a student survey  

 Develop a full-length report documenting our group’s findings and recommendations 

 Develop a PowerPoint presentation illustrating our group’s findings and recommendations  

 

Scope 

 The scope of this project involves studying the potential entrepreneurial ideas inside Wentworth’s 
four colleges. We will also examine the existing entrepreneurship-related curriculum and 
programs at similar institutions.  

 

Assumptions 

 Our team expects consistent cooperation from Wentworth faculty and officials. 

 We also assume a limited, yet still beneficial response to our proposed student survey. 

 

Risks 

 Our group can foresee a potential difference of opinion between two or more 
colleges/departments with regards to promoting entrepreneurship. For example, two or more 
parties may differ on proposed entrepreneurship minors, feasibility study contests or on tactics for 
recruiting students into entrepreneurship programs.  

Costs 

 Being an academic assignment, this particular project will not cost our group any money, though 
it will require a considerable investment of time and effort. 

 

Timeline 



33 | P a g e  
 

 This project will begin in earnest in late May. We expect to present our findings to a combination 
of students, faculty and business professionals sometime in late July, 2012. 

 

Approach 

 Our presentation will involve a full-fledged written report, complete with appendices, primary 
research, secondary research and recommendations/conclusions. This same information will also 
be summarized on a PowerPoint presentation.  

Organization 

 This project will be done for the benefit of Wentworth Institute of Technology. Specifically, we 
believe that our findings will be especially useful for Wentworth’s College of Arts & Sciences, the 
College of Engineering and Technology and the College of Architecture, Design and Construction 
Management.  

 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 

[Replace this text with the rationale and business justification for undertaking this project.] 
 
As shown by our group’s secondary research, a number of Wentworth’s competitors have already 
launched and established entrepreneurship programs. Our research also indicates that entrepreneurship 
is a growing sector of the American economy. Consequentially, the ability to own and operate a business 
has become especially important for students majoring in business-related studies.  
 
When all of these factors are taken into account, it becomes clear that it would be in Wentworth’s best 
interests to create some sort of entrepreneurship program. Such a program should involve both curricular 
and extracurricular components.  

 

PROJECT SCOPE 

Goals and Objectives 

Goals Objectives 

This project will provide 
Wentworth with a clear 
blueprint for promoting 
and encouraging 
entrepreneurial ideas 
amongst its student 
body. 

1. Gain a full understanding of the preexisting 
entrepreneurial initiatives at Wentworth 

2. Interview all relevant faculty and administrative 
members regarding potential entrepreneurial programs.  

3. Study and research the entrepreneurship programs at 
similar/competing institutions. 

4. Acquire an accurate understanding of the attitudes and 
opinions of Wentworth students with regards to the 
subject of entrepreneurship. 



34 | P a g e  
 

Departmental Statements of Work (SOW) 

Departmental SOW Owner/Prime Due Date/Sequence 

Group Team Members Aaron Goldblatt, Michael 

Harris 

End of July, 2012 

   

   

Organizational Impacts 

Organization 
Impact to and Participation of 
Organization 

Wentworth Institute of Technology Our project may assist Wentworth in 
creating a fully functioning 
entrepreneurship program for its students. 
Such a program would provide students 
with the knowledge and skills needed for 
operating and owning a business.  

Project Deliverables 

Milestone Deliverable 

1. Meet with the deans of 
the colleges of Arts & 
Sciences, Engineering 
and Technology and 
Architecture, Design 
and Construction 
Management.  

 Determine the full extent of each college’s efforts to 
promote entrepreneurship. 

 Gauge each college’s willingness to cooperate with 
Wentworth’s other colleges, and the various 
departments therein.  

 

2. Design and submit an 
entrepreneurship 
survey for Wentworth 
students 

 Craft a practical yet succinct survey 

 Gain approval to send such a survey from the 
appropriate parties 

 Identify and utilize the best method for distributing 
our survey. 

3. Craft a written report 
detailing our group’s 
findings 

 Identify the various sections that will make up such a 
report. 

 Assign certain sections to specific group members 

4. Design a PowerPoint 
presentation outlining 
our research and 
recommendations 

 Identify the specific content that will be present on 
each slide. 

 Assign certain sections of slideshow to specific group 
members 

Deliverables Out of Scope 

As of this writing, we do not anticipate pursuing any deliverables that are outside our project’s scope.  
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Project Estimated Duration & Cost 

 

Project Milestone 
Deliverable(s) 
Included Date Estimate Confidence Level 

Meet with the deans of 

the colleges of Arts & 

Sciences, Engineering 

and Technology and 

Architecture, Design 

and Construction 

Management. 

 Determine the full 
extent of each 
college’s efforts to 
promote 
entrepreneurship. 

 Gauge each 
college’s 
willingness to 
cooperate with 
Wentworth’s other 
colleges, and the 
various 
departments 
therein.  

 

To be completed by 
mid-July 

High 

Design and submit an 

entrepreneurship 

survey for Wentworth 

students 

 Craft a practical 
yet succinct 
survey 

 Gain approval to 
send such a 
survey from the 
appropriate 
parties 

 Identify and utilize 
the best method 
for distributing our 
survey. 

To be completed by 
mid-June 

High 

Craft a written report 

detailing our group’s 

findings 

 Identify the 
various sections 
that will make up 
such a report. 

 Assign certain 
sections to 
specific group 
members 

To be completed by 
July 24 

High 

Design a PowerPoint 

presentation outlining 

our research and 

recommendations 

 Identify the 
specific content 
that will be 
present on each 
slide. 

 Assign certain 
sections of 
slideshow to 
specific group 
members 

To be completed by 
July 24 

High 
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PROJECT CONDITIONS 

Project Assumptions 

 We assume the full cooperation of Wentworth faculty and administrative staff. 

 Our group will rely heavily upon the advice of our capstone advisor (Prof. Trilling) and 
Wentworth’s executive-in-residence (Andrew Cahill) 

 We assume that our survey will generate a significant response rate from the student body.  

Project Issues 

Priority Criteria 

1 − High-priority/critical-path issue; requires immediate follow-up and resolution. 

2  − Medium-priority issue; requires follow-up before completion of next project milestone. 

3  − Low-priority issue; to be resolved prior to project completion. 

4 − Closed issue. 
 

# Date Priority Owner Description Status & Resolution 

1 [5/29/12]  Aaron 
Goldblatt / 
Michael 
Harris 

Meet With Dean Hafford Complete 

2 [5/24/12 – 
5/28/12] 

 Aaron 
Goldblatt / 
Michael 
Harris 

Conduct Secondary Research Complete 

3 [5/29/12 – 
6/7/12] 

 Aaron 
Goldblatt / 
Michael 
Harris 

Design Student Survey Complete 

4 [6/7/12]  Aaron 
Goldblatt / 
Michael 
Harris 

Meet with Dean Driscoll Complete 

5 [6/13/12]  Aaron 
Goldblatt / 
Michael 
Harris 

Distribute Survey Complete 

6 Not Yet 
Started 

 Aaron 
Goldblatt / 
Michael 
Harris 

Analyze Survey Results  Not Yet Started 

7 [6/14/12]  Aaron 
Goldblatt / 
Michael 
Harris 

Meet With Professor Dunlop Complete 
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# Date Priority Owner Description Status & Resolution 

8 [6/14/12 - 
ongoing] 

 Aaron 
Goldblatt / 
Michael 
Harris 

Write Summary of Secondary 
Research 

Ongoing/In-Progress 

9 [6/14/12 - 
ongoing] 

 Aaron 
Goldblatt / 
Michael 
Harris 

Develop Gnatt Chart  Ongoing/In-Progress 

10 [6/15/12 – 
ongoing] 

 Aaron 
Goldblatt / 
Michael 
Harris 

Develop Written Report Ongoing/In-Progress 

11 [6/14/12 – 
ongoing] 

 Aaron 
Goldblatt / 
Michael 
Harris 

Develop PowerPoint 
Presentation  

Ongoing/In-Progress  

Project Risks 

# Risk Area Likelihood Risk Owner Project Impact-Mitigation Plan 

1 Clash 
Between 
differing 
departments/ 
colleges  

Low Goldblatt/ 
Harris  

Attempt to mediate dispute 
between disagreeing parties. We 
will use a third-party if necessary. 

2 Falling Behind 
Schedule With 
Regards to our 
Project 
Timeline 

Low Goldblatt/ 
Harris  

We will arrange a group meeting; 
this meeting will enable our team to 
organize itself and address relevant 
topics.  

Project Constraints 

 One team member (Michael Harris) lives off-campus. As a result, potential meeting times may 
conflict with his commuting schedule.  

 Our team will likely have to plan meeting times around the personal schedules of Wentworth 
faculty and staff. 

 Wentworth faculty and staff may have a negative/lukewarm reception to our proposed ideas.  

 Our team has limited working knowledge of Microsoft Project, the software program that will be 
used to make our Gantt chart.  
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Project Structure Approach 

[Replace this text with a description of how the project will be structured and what approach will be used 
to manage the project. 

 Our project relies heavily upon the cooperation of all relevant Wentworth officials. In addition, we 
must prove proficient in using the following Microsoft Office Programs: Microsoft Word, 
Microsoft PowerPoint and Microsoft Project. 

 For this project, our team members (Aaron Goldblatt, Michael Harris) will split a weekly workload. 
Our tasks for the week will be clearly defined and articulated to both team members. In 
addition, we plan on regularly updating each other as to the progress of each of our personal 
assignments.  

 

Project Team Organization Plans 

Project Team Role Project Team Member(s) Responsibilities 

Project Researcher/ 
Analyst 

Aaron Goldblatt  Interview faculty and staff; 

 Contribute to written report 

 Analyze survey data 

 Contribute to PowerPoint 
Presentation 

 Contribute to Project Charter 

 Contribute to Gantt Chart 

Project Researcher/ 
Analyst 

Michael Harris   Interview faculty and staff; 

 Contribute to written report 

 Analyze Secondary Resource 
data 

 Contribute to PowerPoint 
Presentation 

 Contribute to Project Charter 

 Contribute to Gantt Chart 

 

PROJECT REFERENCES 

Milestone Deliverable 

Times Higher 
Education 

 

Kaufman 
Research 

 

Bentley 
University 
Website 

We used this school’s website to collect information about its 
entrepreneurship/management programs. 
LINKS:  
http://www.bentley.edu/offices/academic-services/minor-
entrepreneurial-studies 

 
http://www.bentley.edu/newsroom/entrepreneurship 

http://www.bentley.edu/offices/academic-services/minor-entrepreneurial-studies
http://www.bentley.edu/offices/academic-services/minor-entrepreneurial-studies
https://ch1prd0310.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=2P50BtD5KUq5aZ-ci4CY7nPzVnnCIs8IBjFxwYzG0ed_6_J0oyB_lfITz6jBJMn6Tjs4SQlAN78.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bentley.edu%2fnewsroom%2fentrepreneurship
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Brandeis 
University 
Website 

We used this school’s website to collect information about its 
entrepreneurship/management programs. 
LINKS: 
http://www.brandeis.edu/gsas/programs/cosci_entrepreneurship.html 

 
http://www.brandeis.edu/otl/grants/index.html 
 

Babson 
University 
Website 

We used this school’s website to collect information about its 
entrepreneurship/management programs. 
LINKS: 
http://www.babson.edu/Academics/centers/blank-
center/Pages/home.aspx 

 
http://www.babson.edu/enterprise-education-
programs/entrepreneurship-program/Pages/default.aspx 
 

Worchester 
Polytechnic 
Institute Website  

We used this school’s website to collect information about its 
entrepreneurship/management programs. 
LINK: 
http://www.wpi.edu/offices/entrepreneurship.html 

 
http://www.wpi.edu/offices/cei/entrepreneurship.html 
 

Suffolk 
University 

We used this school’s website to collect information about its 
entrepreneurship/management programs. 
LINK: 
http://www.suffolk.edu/business/34847.html 

 
http://suffolkeclub.org/?page_id=41 

 
http://www.suffolk.edu/business/8148.html 

 
 

Northeastern 
University  

We used this school’s website to collect information about its 
entrepreneurship/management programs. 
LINK: 
http://www.cba.neu.edu/ste/about-us/ 

 
http://www.cba.neu.edu/faculty/entrepreneurship/ 
 

APPROVALS 

Prepared by ____Michael Harris / Aaron Goldblatt__________ 
Project Members  

Approved by ____Frederick Trilling______________________ 
Project Sponsor 

 
__________________________________ 
  Executive Sponsor 

https://ch1prd0310.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=2P50BtD5KUq5aZ-ci4CY7nPzVnnCIs8IBjFxwYzG0ed_6_J0oyB_lfITz6jBJMn6Tjs4SQlAN78.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.brandeis.edu%2fgsas%2fprograms%2fcosci_entrepreneurship.html
https://ch1prd0310.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=2P50BtD5KUq5aZ-ci4CY7nPzVnnCIs8IBjFxwYzG0ed_6_J0oyB_lfITz6jBJMn6Tjs4SQlAN78.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.brandeis.edu%2fotl%2fgrants%2findex.html
https://ch1prd0310.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=2P50BtD5KUq5aZ-ci4CY7nPzVnnCIs8IBjFxwYzG0ed_6_J0oyB_lfITz6jBJMn6Tjs4SQlAN78.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.babson.edu%2fAcademics%2fcenters%2fblank-center%2fPages%2fhome.aspx
https://ch1prd0310.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=2P50BtD5KUq5aZ-ci4CY7nPzVnnCIs8IBjFxwYzG0ed_6_J0oyB_lfITz6jBJMn6Tjs4SQlAN78.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.babson.edu%2fAcademics%2fcenters%2fblank-center%2fPages%2fhome.aspx
https://ch1prd0310.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=2P50BtD5KUq5aZ-ci4CY7nPzVnnCIs8IBjFxwYzG0ed_6_J0oyB_lfITz6jBJMn6Tjs4SQlAN78.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.babson.edu%2fenterprise-education-programs%2fentrepreneurship-program%2fPages%2fdefault.aspx
https://ch1prd0310.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=2P50BtD5KUq5aZ-ci4CY7nPzVnnCIs8IBjFxwYzG0ed_6_J0oyB_lfITz6jBJMn6Tjs4SQlAN78.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.babson.edu%2fenterprise-education-programs%2fentrepreneurship-program%2fPages%2fdefault.aspx
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Project Schedule 

 
Week of May 27 - June 2 

 

- Collect information on other colleges’ Entrepreneurship centers  

- Meet with Dean Hafford, Prof. Trilling at the same meeting  

- Run/Brainstorm questions for Dean Driscoll w/ Trilling 

- Find out who else we should interview in College of E & T, and in other three colleges 

 

Week of June 3 - June 9 

 

- Run Driscoll questions by Trilling again 

- Interview Driscoll (along with Monique Fuchs and Sean Smith) 

- Create student survey instrument (Google Doc form) 

- Get Tracking sheets from WIT Website  

- Begin working on project paper/report  

- Create survey for students  

 

 

Week of June 10 - June 16 

 

- Sent our entrepreneurship surveys to WIT students  

- Interview with Prof. Dunlop to about SIFE  

 

 

Week of June 17 - June 23 

 

- Finish collecting/begin analyzing data from students; sort this data with Google Doc form  

- Write Summary of Secondary Research 

- Begin Drafting Project Charter 

 

 

Week of June 24 - June 30 

 

- Research on Management Minors  

 

- Begin putting together Conclusions and Recommendations 

 

Week of July 8 - 14  
 

- Title Page (Abstract) 

- Powerpoint Presentation Update  

 

Week of July 15 - 21 

 

- Review notes from meeting with Andy Cahill  
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Week of July 22 - 28 

 

- Interview Dean Wiggins  
- Receive update from Trilling about status of proposed Management Minor  

 

Week of July 29 - August 4 

 

- Finalize findings and recommendations  

- Assemble and review written project report  

- Prepare for final presentation  

 

Week of August 5 - August 11 

 

- Final presentation August 9th  
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Capstone Project Meeting 

A G E N D A  

 

Review Notes from Meeting with 

Cahill and Trilling. 

Discuss Business Research Methods 

and Strategy. 

Project Schedule 

Email appropriate contacts to set up 

interviews.  

Sean Smith 

Dean Driscoll 

Pat Hafford 

Rick Trilling 

Brainstorming - Entrepreneurship 

Discuss future meetings and 

assignments for following week. 

May 24, 2012 

1 p.m. – 2 p.m. 
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Capstone Project Meeting 

A G E N D A  

 

Review Notes from Meeting with 

Hafford. 

Review Benchmarking Research. 

Discuss Business Research Methods 

and Strategy. 

Project Schedule 

Email appropriate contacts to set up 

interviews.  

Sean Smith 

Dean Driscoll 

Michael Dunlop 

Discuss future meetings and 

assignments for following week. 

May 30, 2012 

1 p.m. – 2 p.m. 
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Capstone Project Meeting 

A G E N D A  

 

Review Notes from Meeting with 

Driscoll. 

Finalize Student Survey Instrument. 

Discuss Business Research Methods 

and Strategy. 

Update Project Schedule. 

Email appropriate contacts to set up 

interviews.  

Michael Dunlop 

Discuss future meetings and 

assignments for following week. 

June 7, 2012 

2 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
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Capstone Project Meeting 

A G E N D A  

 

Review Notes from Meeting with 

Dunlop. 

Review Project Report Introduction 

and Research Analysis.  

Update Project Schedule. 

Discuss future meetings and 

assignments for following week. 

June 14, 2012 

1 p.m. – 2 p.m. 
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Capstone Project Meeting 

A G E N D A  

 

Discuss Literature Review 

Discuss Summary of Primary 

Research. 

Update Project Schedule. 

Discuss future meetings and 

assignments for following week. 

June 26, 2012 

12 p.m. – 1 p.m. 
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Capstone Project Meeting 

A G E N D A  

 

Discuss Report Progress.  

Discuss PowerPoint presentation. 

Email Dean Wiggins to schedule 

interview.  

Update Project Schedule. 

Discuss future meetings and 

assignments for following week. 

July 11, 2012 

12 p.m. – 1 p.m. 
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Capstone Project Meeting 

A G E N D A  

 

Discuss Report Progress.  

Discuss Practice PowerPoint 

presentation. 

Update Project Schedule. 

Discuss future meetings and 

assignments for following week. 

July 19, 2012 

12 p.m. – 1 p.m. 
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Capstone Project Meeting 

A G E N D A  

 

Meet with Dean Wiggins 

Work on Findings and 

Recommendations Section 

Update Project Schedule. 

Compile Appendices and Written 

Report. 

Prepare for Mock Presentation.  

July 24, 2012 

1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
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Student Survey Instrument 

You may view the survey instrument by clicking / viewing the link below. 

Entrepreneurship Student Interest Survey (the url address is www.tinyurl.com/entrepreneurwit) 

 

Listed below are the questions that are on the survey instrument: 

 

Name: 

Email: 

Major: 

What year are you in at Wentworth? 

o Freshman 

o Sophomore  

o Junior 

o Senior 

What would your interest level be in taking Entrepreneurship as a Minor if it were available to 

all Wentworth students? 

o High Interest 

o Moderate Interest 

o Little or no Interest 

What would your interest level be in hearing a guest speaker on a topic relating to 

Entrepreneurship? 

o High Interest 

o Moderate Interest 

o Little or no Interest 

If your interest is moderate to none, what would make you more interested to attend a guest 

speaker? (Check all that apply) 

o Extra credit for course 

o Raffle drawing 

o Free food / drink 

o Other:  
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Would your 

interest level be in 

hearing a guest 

speaker on a topic 

relating to 

Entrepreneurship? 

If your interest is 

moderate to none, 

what would make 

you more 

interested to 

attend a guest 

speaker? Major Year 

What would your 

interest level be in 

taking 

Entrepreneurship as a 

Minor if it were 

available to all 

Wentworth students?  

Please give us one or two 

ideas that you think will be 

of interest to Wentworth 

students as it relates to 

entrepreneurship? 

How interested 

would you be in 

attending 

seminars, field 

trips and special 

programs that 

promote and 

discuss 

entrepreneurship?  

Would the 

construction of an 

Entrepreneurship 

Center affect your 

interest level in 

entrepreneurship-

related classes, 

seminars or 

speakers? 

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink, Workshops 

given within the 

speaking to get the 

audience engaged 

in the event. 

BCET JU Moderate Interest 

Have an workshop in-which 

the students are given 

situations that are related to 

their field on how to work in 

teams to tackle the finances 

they'll have to deal with, as 

well as the entreprenuership 

aspect of it.  

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BSCN SO High Interest 

Having tech related speakers 

who have started a company. 
Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest   BSM SE Moderate Interest 
Real world experiences, not 

just textbook theories 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest 
Raffle drawing, 

Free food / drink 
BSCE JU Moderate Interest 

success stories and ideas to 

which they are  proven to 

help move things along.. 

Somewhat 

Interested 

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 

High Interest   BIND SO High Interest 

"Getting started" workshops, 

how to take an idea from just 

a concept to creating a 

business plan. 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Little or no interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink 

  SE     
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 
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Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink, Someone 

interesting and 

known in the 

business world  

BSM SO High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink 

BSMET SO Moderate Interest 

-entrepreneurship's 

connection with engineering 

-an event (local 

businesses/bigger corp.)  

- a project for a course 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest   BSCE SO Moderate Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest Free food / drink BSME SO Little or no Interest 

Demonstrations or 

information sessions 

discussing what we could do 

with an entrepreneur minor. 

Not Sure  

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest   BCOT SE High Interest 
Encourage more R&D, 

independent projects, etc. 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink 

BSCE SO High Interest 

I think students will want to 

take a course on 

entrepreneurship because it 

will look good on resumes 

and there is always an 

opportunity to create your 

own business in the fields 

that Wentworth offers. I 

think a minor would be a 

good idea because 

Wentworth doesnt allow 

minors often, and it would 

be good to have that 

available. 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 
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High Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BCET SE Moderate Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

Moderate Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
Architecture FR High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink 

BELM JU High Interest 

If the entrpreneurship class 

also involved buisness and 

accounting into its cource 

load.   

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Investors 

help present 

BINT SO High Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest   BSARCH SO High Interest 
Knowledge to become self 

employed after graduation.  

Somewhat 

Interested 

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 

High Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BSARCH JU High Interest   

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 
Raffle drawing, 

Free food / drink 
BFPM SE Moderate Interest 

1. networking events with 

entreprenueres in their field 

of study 

2. Food always gets people 

to come to events 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest   BSCN JU High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

CM JU High Interest offer more to students Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  
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High Interest Free food / drink BMET JU High Interest 

Guest speaker would 

definitively interest students. 

Maybe get students 

interested in pointing out 

that if they are risk takers or 

interested in being more 

risky and like money they 

should attend your events.   

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BCET SE Little or no Interest   Not Sure  Not sure  
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High Interest   ELME SE High Interest 

It's interesting to think of 

entrepreneurship as a minor.  

Often it is one of those 

things that is not specifically 

discussed.  The idea of a 

center for a group of 

interested people to meet and 

discuss entrepreneurship is 

great.  Seminars and 

discussions seem to be a 

good place to start. Around 

the same time as a guest 

speaker to really 

motivate.I'm sure that there 

are many resources online 

that can be discussed, to give 

people a concrete understand 

of what entrepreneurship is 

really all about.  Discussions 

of particular keynote 

speeches such as Astro 

Tellers speech on innovation 

and entrepreneurship would 

probably go pretty well.  The 

students that are interested 

also have their own 

motivations that it would be 

good to hear about... 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest   BARCH SO High Interest 
Knowledge to become self 

employed after graduation.  

Somewhat 

Interested 

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 

High Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BSEN JU High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  
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High Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

  FR High Interest   Very Interested Not sure  

Little or no interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BSCS SO Moderate Interest   

Somewhat 

Interested 

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink 

BSM SE Moderate Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink 

BELM SO Moderate Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Little or no interest 

I just do not care 

about 

entrepreneurship 

BSCM SE Little or no Interest   
Not At All 

Interested 

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 
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Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Depends 

who you get. Bill 

Gates? I will clear 

my schedule. Some 

local Bussiness 

man, I probably 

won't bother unless 

I happen to be 

walking by when 

he's speaking (and I 

have a moment) 

BELM JU High Interest 

A minor in 

Entrepreneurship, perhaps 

even the ability to dual-

major (with your current 

major), along with "office 

space" (complete with phone 

number, web address, 

mailing address) and legal 

support (to incorporate, help 

with any other paper work 

and potential patents and 

copyrights) so that we can 

treat our entrepreneurship 

minor/major like we treat 

our other major; hands-on, 

experienced-based learning. 

Lets us start a company, and 

sell a product that has to do 

with our major.If this was to 

happen at Wentworth, I 

would do everything I could 

to make sure I got into the 

program. 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest   BARCH JU High Interest 

Offer an entrepreneur club to 

learn and collaborate with 

other students and leaders.  

Offer more courses for all 

students not just specific 

majors that relate to 

entrepreneurship, running 

your own business, and 

investments (financial 

education).  Students need 

this information.   

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  
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High Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BEET JU Moderate Interest 

dealing with new technology 

brings on the issues of 

dealing with new ways of 

thinking. This could be a 

whole range of ideas but I 

would mention how to 

develop our fresh ideas and 

also how to recognize when 

we have something and how 

to handle a possible 

invention or new market 

created from something like 

Facebook. 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest   BSCM SO High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest Free food / drink BARCH SE Moderate Interest   Not Sure  

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 

Moderate Interest   BARCH FR Moderate Interest 

Maybe a course on 

entrepreneurship 

bookeeping?  Something that 

may be helpful when starting 

a new buisness. 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BIND JU Little or no Interest 

I would not be interested in 

taking this as a major, but 

rather have it be related to 

my major. Entrepreneurship 

is something that will help 

you be a more well rounded 

person. 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Little or no interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BSCE FR Moderate Interest   

Somewhat 

Interested 

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 
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Moderate Interest 

is the speaker is in 

the same area as the 

project.  if it was 

someone that isn't 

working in the 

same area as the 

idea some 

experiences they 

have encountered 

would not apply 

BMET JU Moderate Interest       

Moderate Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BARCH FR Moderate Interest 

Something that would have 

more information about what 

types of entrepreneurship 

that would be offered. 

Not At All 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 

is the speaker is in 

the same area as the 

project.  if it was 

someone that isn't 

working in the 

same area as the 

idea some 

experiences they 

have encountered 

would not apply 

BMET JU Moderate Interest 

I feel that students like the 

idea of trying to get an idea 

that they have created, the 

only aspect is that the 

limited number of chances. 

If there were more then the 

current four chances more 

people will be more 

interested. Also if those who 

don't succeed in getting the 

top places that there will be 

other investors willing to 

help expand the idea further. 

Not Sure  

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

Little or no interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BIND JU Moderate Interest   

Not At All 

Interested 

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 

Moderate Interest 
Research of quality 

of speaker 
ELME SE High Interest   

Somewhat 

Interested 

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 

High Interest   BARCH FR High Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 
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Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing 

BSCS FR Little or no Interest 

Perhaps some fun programs 

that allow people to dip their 

toes into with little risk. 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Little or no interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink 

BEET SE Little or no Interest   Not Sure  

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Little or no interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BSMET SO Moderate Interest   

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink 

BIND FR Moderate Interest   Not Sure  

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest   BIND JU High Interest 
getting credits for a program 

similar to accelerate. 
Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

Moderate Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BSME SO Moderate Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BELM JU Moderate Interest 

4-credit entrepreneurship 

course 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 
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High Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Job 

opportunity 

BSCN JU High Interest 

Having credible successful 

entrepreneurs come and 

speak who have similar 

backgrounds to that of WIT 

students. Getting WIT 

students to see the passion 

and dedication that is within 

entrepreneurship. Offer 

events that pertain directly to 

a major here at WIT not just 

one specific major because 

no one should be outcast 

because of their major. 

Talent can be anywhere. 

Make it fun also because 

after all being your own boss 

is exciting. Show what 

entrepreneurship is with its 

rewards but also its down 

turns.  

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

Moderate Interest Free food / drink BSFM JU High Interest 
Sustainability in engineering 

and technology.  

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 
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High Interest   BSARCH SE High Interest 

Talk to Professor Cimino. 

He could give you an 

endless amount of reasons 

why our school needs more 

entrepreneurship classes. 

Wentworth teaches you how 

to be a working professional, 

which is what every other 

school does. Wentworth 

should be helping to make us 

working professionals who 

are able to manage their 

money. No one wants to 

work their entire life because 

they have to. Everyone as 

Wentworth got into these 

career choices because they 

have a passion for it. By 

teaching students how to 

manage their money and 

invest it hopefully they are 

able to achieve their dreams 

of owning their own firm, 

etc. But right now 

Wentworth creates excellent 

professionals to work at a 

company, not own one.  

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

Little or no interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BSBE FR Little or no Interest   Not Sure  Not sure  

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BELM JU High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  
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High Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink 

BMET JU High Interest 

Building your own company 

while dealing with 

marketing, funding, 

patenting, developing, (etc) 

your idea into something 

real. This would be very 

interesting to take as a 

course or multiple courses; 

it'd definitely be great as an 

experience and on your 

resume to have a minor such 

as entrepreneurship  

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest   BSME FR High Interest 

An event created by past 

alumni showing how the 

training and the passion in a 

field can lead to 

entrepreneurship. Also, the 

ability to have a show-and-

tell style of event with other 

young successful 

entrepreneurs from W.I.T. 

and other neighboring 

schools in Boston.  

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest     JU High Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 
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Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BARCH FR High Interest 

Perhaps you could set up an 

event where you ask 

entrepreneurs belonging to 

different types of businesses 

related to the wentworth 

education so that the 

presentation could be more 

one on one as to motivate 

people to come and be 

involved and listen to ideas 

and help them acknowledge 

exactly what it means to 

them and their future. 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest   BARCH SO High Interest 

I think this is a great idea 

and will help all of us 

students after graduation. 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink 

BCOT FR Moderate Interest 

Extra credit will definitely 

motivate students. freebies. 

trips. bring groups of friends 

together. 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BIND FR High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest Free food / drink BMET SE High Interest 

I think this idea is great. 

Boston is full of start-ups, 

get some CEO's in to share 

their stories (male and 

female).  

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

Little or no interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BCOS JU High Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BARCH SO High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BELM JU Moderate Interest   

Not At All 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 
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Little or no interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BIND SO High Interest   

Not At All 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest   BSME SO Little or no Interest 
Anything pertaining to my 

future 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Little or no interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BSCN JU Little or no Interest   Not Sure  

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 

High Interest   BARCH JU High Interest 
Offering general business 

courses. 
Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

Little or no interest   BSCN SO Little or no Interest   
Not At All 

Interested 

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BARCH JU Moderate Interest   Not Sure  

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink, Learning 

something 

worthwhile from 

the matter, without 

seeming like it's 

just learning 

"common sense". 

BSEE JU Little or no Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BIND FR Moderate Interest 

Workshops that discuss 

unusual/new audiences and 

consumer/client groups. 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest   BIND JU High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 
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High Interest Free food / drink BSCM SE High Interest 

Offer entrepreneur classes as 

electives, similar to major 

related electives.  

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BSCM SE High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest   BCMT JU High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest N/A BSCE JU High Interest 

-Expand our Knowledge as 

professionals a little later 

after graduation and think 

about opening our own 

business.  

-Become your own boss and 

proprietary of your own 

corporation/company. 

-Become worldwide known! 

-Make more money! 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest   BELM SE High Interest 

Should offer 

entrepreneurship classes that 

allow students to further 

develop their ideas 

conceived in junior or senior 

design. 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

Moderate Interest Free food / drink BSCE SO Little or no Interest 

Giving lectures or having 

professors talk about the 

benefits of entrepreneurship 

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest   BMET JU High Interest 

This isn't relevant to this 

question but why hasn't the 

school considered having an 

MBA program with a 

concentration in 

engineering?  

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

    BSCN           
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High Interest   BSCN JU Little or no Interest 

The opportunity to consult 

with successful alumni and 

other entrepreneurs would be 

very beneficial. This week, 

through an event that Bridget 

Aureli organized, I was able 

to meet with WIT graduate 

and successful entrepreneur, 

Al Cole. His insight was 

very helpful and I would 

absolutely be interested in 

similar future opportunities.    

Very Interested 

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 

High Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink 

BARCH FR High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BSME FR Moderate Interest   Very Interested Not sure  

Moderate Interest Free food / drink BELM FR Moderate Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 
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High Interest   BSM JU High Interest 

I am an entrepreneur myself 

and have been working on 

business plans since I was 

about 17 years old. It has 

always been a dream of mine 

to own my own company 

and create a brand that is 

known around the world. 

The problem is that doing so 

is not an easy task. With 

VC's needed, strategy and 

extensive planning it is vey 

hard to do. I believe if 

Wentworth offered 

workshops to its students 

with business professionals 

that it could be extremely 

helpful. I have already had a 

few meetings with faculty 

regarding my business plans 

to gain feedback. The 

problem is a lot of students 

are shy or scared to share 

their ideas, but if open 

sessions were held where 

ideas remained confidential 

and could be shared freely I 

believe the innovative 

thinkers and entrepreneurs at 

WIT would come out of the 

wood work. I am very 

interested in developing an 

entrepreneur club or helping 

to organize something. I am 

not sure if this survey is 

anonymous but please feel 

free to contact me directly 

by email at 

gibsonc3@wit.edu. This is 

something I am passionate 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  
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about and believe that if 

collaboration between 

different majors was a key 

focus for an 

entrepreneurship minor that 

some great ideas would 

come of it. 
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High Interest   BSCM FR Moderate Interest 

Guest speakers worked best 

at my undergraduate school. 

Professors and lecturers who 

are successful entrepreneurs 

are also a great addition to 

any of the classes.  

Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest   BSCM SO Moderate Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest Raffle drawing BSME FR Little or no Interest   Not Sure  Not sure  

High Interest   BARCH FR High Interest   Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest   BSCN SE Moderate Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BSCN SO Moderate Interest   

Somewhat 

Interested 
Not sure  

High Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BARCH SE High Interest 

Project management and 

subcontractor contracts, 

standard business models, 

general financial education / 

accounting 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

Moderate Interest   BCET FR High Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest   BARCH FR Little or no Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, If it were a 

speaker related to 

my major or a 

speaker from a 

company I was 

interested in 

BIND SO High Interest 

More than one speaker and 

all from companies based 

around multiple or certain 

majors and you could talk to 

speakers afterwards  

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  
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Moderate Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
  SO Moderate Interest   Not Sure  Not sure  

High Interest   BELM JU High Interest 

I think the coursework 

would have to include some 

time of entrepreneurship. At 

WIT we are strictly 

technically focused in the 

classroom and we do not 

branch out to other 

possiblities until about 

(junior or) senior year when 

we (engineering students) do 

our design projects.  

 

So I guess the answer to 

your question would be 

project based learning in the 

classroom and opening up 

our eyes to industry earlier. 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink, 

Cheerleaders 

BMET SE High Interest 

I think it would be a good to 

offer a minor program in 

entrepreneurship. It's a good 

idea because a few students 

like myself will be pursuing 

a Masters in Business 

Administration anyways, 

and I think having a 

background in 

entrepreneurship will 

certainly reinforce any goals 

geared towards attaining an 

education in business.  

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  
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High Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Raffle 

drawing, Free food 

/ drink 

BSCM JU High Interest 

Road to LLC 

coursePros/Cons 

discussionValue of 

investments courseMore 

guest speakers telling their 

story of making their own 

company after graduating. 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest Free food / drink BIND JU Moderate Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest   BARCH FR High Interest Something about money 
Somewhat 

Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest   BIND JU High Interest 
How to decide if its the right 

time to go for it! 
Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

Moderate Interest 

Extra credit for 

course, Free food / 

drink 

BARCH FR Little or no Interest   
Somewhat 

Interested 

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 
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High Interest   BSCM FR Moderate Interest 

Teach how to create and 

manage your own ways of 

developing income. i.e. 

starting up a buissness.Also 

to help student who are 

running their own company( 

like myself ) manage and 

give them advice. Things 

like how to manage income 

and taxes. how to calculate 

and project earnings and 

profits. Give them insight on 

tactics and new ideas.I think 

it would be an amazing thing 

to have a office that 

provided counceling and 

support. If students were 

given this resource it might 

push them to becomeing 

more productive and 

dynamic thinkers. It would 

also give students a 

jumpstart into the working 

world, just as co-ops do.  

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest   BSCE FR Moderate Interest 

Realistic views on success 

rates for entrepreneurial 

endeavors! 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

High Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BSCM SO High Interest 

Find a guest speaker that 

graduated as a CM and 

started their own 

construction business. 

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  
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High Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BSCM JU High Interest 

Have the students realize 

that with the education they 

have coming out of 

Wentworth, they have all the 

tools they need to be an 

Entrepreneur and a 

successful business owner. 

This can be accomplished at 

the seminar.Have local 

construction company 

owners speak at Wentworth 

to give examples and advice 

on how to become an 

Entrepreneur and what it 

takes to succeed in todays 

industry.I think the financial 

possibilities and freedom of 

being an Entrepreneur 

should be explained to the 

students to show there is 

more than just working to 

recieve a paycheck.  

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest 

significantly  

High Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BARCH FR High Interest 

Entrepreneur Day, where 

students get to talk with 

owners of local companies.  

Field trips to local 

companies during the work 

day.  

Very Interested 

Yes, it would 

increase my 

interest somewhat 

Moderate Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BME FR Little or no Interest   

Somewhat 

Interested 
Not sure  
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Moderate Interest 
Extra credit for 

course 
BFMG JU High Interest 

I think Wentworth should 

push there students to have 

there ideas patented for 

future use by the student. I 

have ideas but i feel that if I 

let them out people will 

either steal the idea because 

they can do it better or i just 

don't know how to go about 

doing it.  

Somewhat 

Interested 

No, it would have 

no effect on my 

level of interest 
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5/29/12 

Dean Hafford Interview Questions 

1. What are the current entrepreneurship initiatives from your perspective in the College of 

Arts and Sciences? (i.e. goals for the next few years) 

 

 

 

2. From your experience and observations, what do you think would motivate Wentworth 

students to get involved in the entrepreneurship initiative? 

 

 

 

3. Have you, or anyone in your department conducted any market research on potential 

avenues of entrepreneurial studies? (i.e. nearby colleges, student interests, etc.) If so, 

what do these results show?  

 

 

 

4. Is there anyone that you recommend we talk to that would be helpful in us working 

toward our project goals?  
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6/7/12 

Dean Driscoll, Sean Smith, and Monique Fuchs Interview Questions 

1. What ideas have you and your colleagues discussed involving your department’s 

entrepreneurship initiative?   

 

2. Do you think that Interdisciplinary education is important? If so, why?Are you still 

considering building a separate building for your Entrepreneurship Initiative? If so, where 

would it be located? How much real estate would this building occupy? How many 

stories tall would it be? 

 

 

3. Would you be receptive of the idea of having Engineering students take courses in 

Management’s Entrepreneurship concentration? (Ideally, my partner and I would like to 

see all students at Wentworth be able to minor in Entrepreneurship, though I’m not sure 

who could/would make this decision).  

 

 

4. Assuming that an Entrepreneurship Center is built, would you be in favor of letting 

Management Professors teach Entrepreneurship Concentration courses inside the center? 

What about workshops, seminars or speakers – what are your thoughts on using the 

center for these purposes?  

 

 

5. The Construction Management currently offers a Lecture Series, in which speakers visit 

Wentworth and talk to students about topics related to construction management. Would 

you be in favor of expanding this series to include speakers that would interest 

Engineering Students?  
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6/14/12 

Professor Dunlop Interview Questions 

What is SIFE? What are the benefits of SIFE to a student? What is the typical mix of SIFE 

organization in terms of majors? 

 

 

1. From your experience and observations, what do you think would motivate Wentworth 

students to get involved in the entrepreneurship initiative? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What are SIFE projects geared toward? What training, if any, will a student receive as a 

result of being involved in a SIFE project? 

 

 

 

3. What projects have SIFE students done in the past? What do you see in the future of 

SIFE? 

 

 

 

4. What do you think could be the potential relationship between SIFE and Accelerate? 

How can they both work together toward the goal of fostering the entrepreneurial spirit at 

Wentworth? 
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7/24/12 

Dean Wiggins Interview Questions 

1. In your opinion, how would Architecture students benefit from learning 

business/management related skills? 

 

2. What areas in business would these students benefit the most from? 

 

3. Would you be in favor of incorporating some business education into the Architecture 

program? 

 

4. Do you hold same opinion for the Construction Management and Design students? 

 

5. Would it be possible (or would you be in favor of) to add extra elective space to existing 

Architecture, Construction Management and Design programs? 

 

6. Recently, the College of Engineering and Technology has created a new Interdisciplinary 

Engineering Major, allowing students to take courses in other areas. If you cannot adjust 

existing courses, would you be open to the idea of creating new interdisciplinary 

programs with your college?  
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Senior Project Work Plan 

 

Due Date Task Lead Status 

Mon 

5/28/12 
Research Entrepreneurship Programs of Other Schools 

Aaron Goldblatt / 

Michael Harris  
Complete 

Tue 

5/29/12 
Interview Dean Hafford 

Aaron Goldblatt / 

Michael Harris 
Complete 

Thu 

6/7/12 
Draft Student Survey 

Aaron Goldblatt / 

Michael Harris 
Complete 

Thu 

6/7/12 
Interview Dean Driscoll 

Aaron Goldblatt / 

Michael Harris 
Complete 

Wed 

6/13/12 
Send Survey to Students 

Aaron Goldblatt / 

Michael Harris 
Complete 

Wed 

6/20/12 
Draft Project Charter 

Aaron Goldblatt / 

Michael Harris 
Complete 

Thu 

7/12/12 
Draft Gnatt Chart 

Aaron Goldblatt / 

Michael Harris 
Complete 

Fri 

6/27/12 
Compile and Analyze Survey Results 

Aaron Goldblatt / 

Michael Harris 
Complete 

Thu 

6/14/12 
Interview Professor Dunlop 

Aaron Goldblatt / 

Michael Harris 
Complete 

Wed 

7/18/12 
Write Summary of Secondary Research 

Aaron Goldblatt / 

Michael Harris 
Complete 

Tue 

7/24/12 
Complete Written Capstone Report 

Aaron Goldblatt / 

Michael Harris 
Complete 

Tue 

7/24/12 
Complete Capstone PowerPoint Presentation  

Aaron Goldblatt / 

Michael Harris 
Complete 


